HEORIES
INESGGW AL SCIENCE

- How to choose them
How to use them

2d. Work on this presentation has begun recently and will never end.
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It Troduction

has an outspoken cross-

_ istory, development,
earch on Afric »

of theory as such is advocated...

ral auxiliary sciences and ancillary
hes are presented...

African Studies and Development Theory are
outlined...

Together with divergent views on colonialism
and imperialism
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e past or present - if seen as a single

d theory

eory is a set of propositions, which together
cribe and explain the phenomenon being

ied at a higEer level of abstraction than the
ific facts and empirical generalisations

stem or framework for interpretation with
r validity than its individual elements

A set of essentials, with an indication of how and
to what extent these are connected, and on what
grounds, the theory can be said to be applicable

Theory elucidates the data by deduction, in the if -
then sense
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e emptation of theory

> IS NC rly marked boundary between
nce and ordinary thought
bstract and “indefinable” is actually the

t to characterise; the near and concrete is
too complicated to define

1al science, theories have a double appeal;
they offer a release from the thrall of detail, and a
scheme to which facts may be attached...

- This is also the danger of the “grand narrative”,
which even theory-lovers seem keen to criticise
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JE0TY necessdary?

t appearance does not necessarily
past, or future

nakes it easier to distinguish between
lifestation / mode and essence/substance

form of theory will be present in any case in
r work as an implicit combination of your
Idview and overall attitude towards the

Without structure, knowledge is just a pile of data
and observations with no coherence or
understanding

Theory is usually part of the premise for a valid
argument
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ou aware of your own
1 those of others

21 excessive problems in

ees you to think critically or
atively, instead of being trapped into
ing what exists

| approach rests on the ability to
“momentarily escape from the concrete existent
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IEMNVIVENVE Mdy Wish to

cape thagpy

riptions do not work easily, if what
ey are describing is not itself coherent

ains and pleasure, hopes and horrors, intuitions and
orehensions does not have much form or pattern

ormist theory can restrict freedom of thought,
ause our political and theoretical vocabulary has
ome increasingly “closed”

Fancy new theories or professionally established
conventions may work as ideological restraint

Middle range theories neither reveal the real reasons
for the research nor explain the concrete results

The ultimate goal - the creation of new, general
theory - can be controversial and difficult to sustain
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ORI EIW N0 choose theory

0 see how other researchers have
: ubject

1at did the thinker/s mean? Get acquainted

1 concepts and vocabulary

t was the theorist’s background, agenda, role,
tuation?

has the theoretician’s “school” been used by
fablishment or by alternative forces?

How relevant is the theory for your specific task
and source material?

Do not choose a theory just because it is common
or fancy in your institutional set-up
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MEoYetical framework |

e history of the problem and the way it has been
ar by others

= Behaviourism, social psychology, praxeology

® Linguistic structuralism, post-modernism, semiotics,
discourse theory, the linguistic turn

Theories in Social Science



eoTenical framework Il

«» Middle-level tk

s Participatory approaches
~ gender studies
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Possible tnaaraii RIS d il

« Concrete theorie

)cracy, social, and cultural rights
tional frame analysi

ts on qualitative versus quantitative approaches
etwork-theory

unity capacity building approaches

vatory Rural Appraisal approaches

y selected post-modernist inspirations

Own hypotheses...
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alism, foundationalism
ogical approaches

 Search for causal explanations for regularltles
- Use of the discipline for the sake of social progress
Political / research policy implications of the analysis
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N TSP eGIfic approaches

« Schools inside,
, Toryism

L

icism
s School
a1l materialism, Soviet Marxism

onomic structuralism

= English Marxists, social history
The Bielefeld school, gesellschaftsgeschichte
= ... and more ...
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ed as history ideologies

- While structures can be understood only through
human action, practice must simultaneously be
explained from conditional structures
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EOGIOLOGY

n:

her than past accounts

yuantification a ormalisation

ather than acting humans

othetic than ideographic
t analytical concepts more important

- Sometimes an utopian-critical attitude to society

owever, often use of empirical findings for building
eories rather than use of theories as starting point
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metnovsithat could be applied |

ogy will depend on objectives and professional

> studies, fieldwork techniques, participatory
raisals, action research, qualitative questionnaires,
key informants, particular findings...

Development Economics / International Relations
= Wealth ranking, social maps, macroeconomic statistics,
quantitative evaluations, graphics, poverty indicators,
capacity building estimates...
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Feasible meathads HeinedgiileRearToloilzR]
+» Human Rigk

gal cases, conventions, practices,
tualisation, generalisation...

cument studies of ideas, identifying ontological,
istemological, and normative aspects

= Characterisation of analysed works into tendencies
= Modes of explanation in overall conceptual framework
= Effects on society
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How to ¢ "‘(-l(:lse theory and science

ernal influences on science
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1 SVIODERNISM

, cultural semiotics
and the power of discourse

's sociology of knowledge

nialism
source criticism versus post-modern
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cepts

THE RORE @F slUIVVAANNA TN [G
IN; FUSTORY AR} @8 RUIEeE

ilisation theory

me more conscientious

outer-controlled Tner-controlled

ychology and behaviourism
astructivism / constructionism

| : embeddedness of cognition; society /nature; the
lationship between idea and materiality

Coming

oming up...
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ANTNGR TIEORY AND METHOD |

or perspectives, can not be
nmediately applicable methods

1s to consider larger, overlapping, theory

) be an open qualitative analysis:
e research aimed at developing

Which then to some extent can be tested for
generality through empirical text-studies
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. c;_epts

NI RGESYAND DISADVANTAGES
RO DOTOGICAL ECLECTICISM |

ncepts, explanations, models and
d put together

of knowledge are integrated to create a more
ramework for understanding

nce of individual disciplines and integration of

on across boundaries are knowledge-

3
D100

- Demonstrate complex relationships and connections
Present new angles and contexts of comprehension
Take advantage of conceptual interdisciplinarity
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RN PIVIENT RESEARCH

iplinary approach often mixing
vlogy, and economy

ble situations in their
hrough case studies

mixing micro and macro-perspectives

Practical application in relation to administration
- of development aid

Open to contradictory ideological use
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stems theory
uneven and combined development
nt economics theories
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EINRG Y201 AFRICAN STUDIES |

estern politico-economic

Theories in Social Science
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RYROTFFAT-RICAN STUDIES I

ess about the potential for
ver public goods

the social sciences to
nd African realit

Doubts on the extent to which the social sciences
are capable of explaining complex phenomena
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IS E VA0 A RICAN STUDIES I1i

ional development that mirrors

2pendence optimism

civil wars and coups d’états

-managed presidential transitions

ss to the policy world made Nordic
studies more robust
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HISSR@RYAOTFAT-RICAN STUDIES IV

degree of continuity over time:

tecostalism, popular culture,
banism

oss room fo

evelopment, anti-colonialism, pan-Africanism,
political international solidarity, inequalities,
ers and peasants, and the role of the state

yme more popular issues, lately:

pre-colonial polities, ethnicity, diasporas,
general poverty, development aid, good governance,
trade and investment, health, African patriotism,
regionalism, localism, globalisation, and
international migration
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cward negroid race as social Darwinist
isation of extortion

rention of tradition” by colonial administrators
- The "imagined societies”, where African leaders share

O

1 common responsibility for the atrocities

Said’s Orientalism and Africans seen as “the other”
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RIGAN IDEAS

rs and political ideas
collectivism

utu’s humanism
rainbowism
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